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Practical research using DESC with the aim of improving social studies classes
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Abstract

Practical research using DESC with the aim of improving social studies classes

Konan University Teacher Education Center Yukitoshi KUROKI

This is a report on a proposed design for a social studies class that utilizes DESC, a
self-expression skill known as assertion training (hereinafter referred to as “AT" ),
with the aim of improving the social studies class. DESC is a skill of assertion in
meetings and discussions to make decisions and accomplish tasks. DESC is a skill
of assertion in meetings, discussions, and other situations where decisions are made
and tasks are accomplished, and it is also a skill of self-expression to be acquired.
The teaching method consisted of lectures and group work. After the students were
briefed on the DESC creation procedure, they first created a DESC in response to a
common assigned task and practiced understanding the DESC creation process. After
that, they created their own DESC for the historical figure they claimed to be, and
then divided into groups of 3 to 5 students to introduce their DESCs in turn. After
everyone had introduced their DESCs, each group created one DESC, and finally each
group presented their DESC. Effectiveness was verified by a two-factor mixed design
analysis of variance (timing x gender). The mean scores of all three items of the self-
evaluation questionnaire increased significantly in the second session compared to the
first session. The mean score for girls tended to be significantly higher than that for
boys in the area of class effort by gender. The cross-delayed effects model showed
a significant path from enjoyment in the first session to understanding and effort in
the second session. There was a significant path from the first effort to the second
understanding. These results suggest that the effect of DESC on class improvement is
significant when students feel that the class is enjoyable, and that their attitude toward
the class affects their understanding of the class.

Translated with www.DeepL.com/Translator (free version)

Key words : expressive ability, assertion training, DESC, social studies, deliberative
democracy
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